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Headteacher’s News
Here we are once again at the end of the school year. So much has happened and it seems to
have gone so fast. This year we have one Year 11 pupil leaving – this year’s school president,
Owen Cusack, who is moving on to Swindon College. We wish him every success there. Keep
smiling Owen!
We say goodbye and good luck to our staff leavers Moira King, Tania Bartholomew, Juliette
Oliver, Elaine Cross, Di Hamblin, Danielle Wieman and Laura Curtis. We thank them for their
commitment to and hard work for the school and wish them well in their new positions (or
retirement). Lisa Tripp has gone on maternity leave and plans to return in April. We look
forward to welcoming Jackie Crouch back in September, following a long illness.
The friends’ Barbecue was very successful and attended by over seventy people. Thank you
to all who helped with the organisation and on the day, including the talented musicians.
We have had to make cuts to many areas of our budget this year in order to protect staffing
levels. This means greatly reduced funding for staff overtime, staff training, building repairs
and resources. The Pied Piper Trust has kindly agreed to fund music therapy sessions for us
until Christmas. The Philip Marner Trust has also funded some music therapy. I am currently
seeking further funding for music therapy. The governors have agreed to look into employing
a fundraiser for the school.
Archaeological and topographical surveys of the site have now taken place and further plans
are being drawn up for the new building, aiming to accommodate the whole school on the
existing site, should this be possible. We hope to have plans to share with pupils, parents and
staff during the autumn term. I am delighted and excited that things are moving forward
with the project once more.
I would like to thank all parents for your support for the school during the year –it is greatly

Page

Julie Mantell

1

appreciated by all of us. I hope the summer holiday goes well for you and your families.
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Dates for your diary
Inset days for staff
Pupils return
End of term 1

Tuesday and Wednesday 1st and 2nd September
Thursday 3rd September
Wednesday 21st October

School meals

School lunches will increase in cost to £2.65 per day from September.

Help with hospital visits
We have recently discovered from a parent that Gloucestershire hospitals have a ‘Learning
Disabilities Hospital Liaison Nurse team’ who are able to offer additional advice and support in
relation to hospital visits to Gloucestershire Royal Hospital and Cheltenham General Hospital. The
team may be contacted prior to or during any hospital contact, including emergency and planned
admissions, pre-admission or outpatient appointments. Telephone 0300 422 4953 or 0300 422 4985.

School events
Pupils have enjoyed numerous sports events this term, including a golf tournament, football
tournament and tennis at Cirencester tennis club. Senior pupils have been sailing weekly at
Whitefriars Sailing Club. They also took part in a sailing competition at South Cerney. Some of the
Talland riding group met Princess Anne who visited as part of celebrations of Talland’s 50th
anniversary as a Riding for the Disabled centre.
Six senior pupils went on a residential visit to the Calvert Trust Centre in Exmoor last month. A
wonderful time was had by all. Thank you to Jennie Walsh, Lynn Herbert, Hannah Hughes and Laura

Jumbulance converted coach provided transport for some pupils. Thank you to Rotary and the
Jumbulance Charity for funding this lovely day out.

Page

Most pupils joined the Rotary Kids Day Out trip to Beechenhurst Lodge in the Forest of Dean. The
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Postlethwaite for accompanying them.
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Sports Week

Cirencester Athletics Club joined us for Sports Week and led an athletics session as well as leading
sports day – a big thank you to them for their support, including the provision of t-shirts and medals
for pupils, which made the afternoon a real special occasion. Thank you to all who attended sports day
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to share the fun with us.
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Leavers’ Assembly

